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IT'S OFFICIAL:

2024 was the world's warmest year
since records began in 1850

Introduction

Climate change has emerged as one of the most critical challenges of the twenty-first century,
profoundly influencing natural ecosystems and human livelihoods. Agriculture, being highly
dependent on climatic conditions, is among the sectors most vulnerable to global environmental

change. Increasing temperatures, prolonged droughts, erratic rainfall patterns, and the growing B 5 I e
frequency of extreme weather events have already begun to threaten global food production, soil 18 years since Earths had a colderthan-sverageyesr

quality, and water resources. These impacts are particularly severe in regions where agricultural i “"H"H
systems rely heavily on natural rainfall and where adaptive capacity remains limited. T LA .|.|II.I|‘.“|I|!‘|*|||!<|“I||l|||"|"|l“|":“
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Material and method

This research analyzed the impacts of climate variability on agricultural ecosystems and explored
adaptive management strategies to enhance sustainability. A combination of geospatial analysis, UAV
monitoring, and field observations was employed to assess environmental conditions and their
influence on crop performance. The research focused on representative agricultural regions
characterized by mixed cropping systems and vulnerability to drought and temperature extremes.
Climate data, including temperature, precipitation, and evapotranspiration, were collected from :
regional meteorological stations and global climate databases. UAV-based multispectral imagery was st e e e
used to monitor vegetation health, while soil samples were analyzed for texture, organic matter, and [EEEEE—————
moisture content.
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The research revealed that climate change has significantly altered the functioning of agricultural ecosystems. Analysis of long-term climatic data
indicated an average temperature increase of 1.2-1.8°C over the past three decades, accompanied by irregular rainfall patterns and more frequent
extreme weather events. These climatic shifts led to a reduction in soil moisture retention, increased evapotranspiration rates, and a noticeable
decline in crop yields, particularly for cereals and legumes. Field observations showed that prolonged drought periods caused early plant senescence
and reduced biomass production, while excessive rainfall events icontributed to soil erosion and nutrient leaching. The loss of soil organic matter,
combined with declining microbial activity, further weakened soil fertility and resilience. In"addition, pest and disease pressures increased due to
warmer conditions, leading to higher dependency on chemical inputs and further environmental degradation. Farmers who adopted adaptive
management strategies—such as diversified crop rotations, organic soil’amendments, conservation tillage, and efficient irrigation systems—
demonstrated improved yield stability and soil health compared to those using conventional methods. Cover cropping and agroforestry practices

enhanced water infiltration, reduced erosion, and supported biodiversity within farmlands.
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Conclusions

Climate change represents one of the greatest.threats to global agriculture and rural livelihoods. The findings of this study confirm that
increasing temperatures, altered precipitation patterns, and the intensification of extreme weather events are having severe consequences on
soil quality, crop productivity, and the ecological balance of farming systems. Long-term environmental monitoring and field analysis
revealed that prolonged droughts and sudden rainfall episodes accelerate soil erosion, deplete organic matter and disrupt nutrient cycling,
leading to declining fertility and reduced yield stability. These effects are compounded by increased pest and disease outbreaks, which
further undermine agricultural sustainability.
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